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I withdrawn “The New Germany' from his lec-
| ture list, and is now meeting the onslaught
.| of his enraged German-American parishioners.
| He is trying to soothe them by saying that
| they owe It to their adopted country to tell
| the folks at home that they are most terribly
in the wrong, and should mend their ways.

It is at least possible that other pro-Ger-
mans in this country have changed their views
in the light of the information that has be-
come available since the beginning of August,
but Dr. Ilillis is the only man of name who
has had the courage to come forward and
{ make a public recantatfon.
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A WORTH-WHILE GIFT—You can mnke

¥our friemids happy every day ll_'l th=
senr by wemding them n nuhnrrlmilfin
to THE RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

Appeal Granted to Leo M. Frank
HE whole country will feel satisfaction
taat an appeal to the Supreme Court of
the United States has been allowed Leo M-
Frank, the Atlanta man now under sentence
of death for the murder of Mary Phagan.

There are two opinions of Frank's guilt,
but we believe that outside of Atlanta there
is little dissent from the proposition that he
was not allowed a fuir trial ander those safe-
suards the law guarantees to the humblest
pbereon accused of erime.

That question, at any rate, now is to be
passed on by the highest court in the land.
The country will feel satisfied with its find-
ing. Whatever the result, it will quiet the
unhappy and almost universal feeling that
an innocent man may Le on his way to the
gallows as the result of popular c¢lamor, in-
spired by the commission of an atrocious
murder.

Give While the Need
ITTERLY cold weather, snow-covered
streels and  houses without adequate
heat have added immeasurably to the suifer-
ing of Richmond's poor in the lust few days.
Coal or wood in muny cases is necessary not
only to provide seaniest comfort, hut for the
- proservation of health and life.

There are weak and i1l women, babies and
little children in the habitations of the poor.
They are wretehedly elad, wretehedly fed, un-
cquipped in any respeet Lo resist the attacks
ol winter's icy bhlasts,

The Associated Charities labors with un-
flagging zeal in their behalf, There is no
lack of individual, personal effort, bhut money
is needed to provide food and elothing and
fuel.  HEvery subseription, no matier how
small, will help.  If every man and woman
in Richmond who could aford to give a single
dollar would do so, the whole problem would
he solved. The Times-Dispateh will receive
such subseriptions gladly, and they will be
applied, withont reduection for the payment
of salaries or other expenses, to the relief of
sufiering.

Don't wail avy longer, for time speeds and
the need is great.  Give what yvou eun afford
to give, be it little or mueh, but give now,
You may save :_1__f|'[:.'._ My

Is Greatest

sSearching for Contraband

COTTON shipment, New York to [Hre-
A men, the other day inspected hy
XN-ray to make sure thiat no contrabamd was
concealed in the bales, seale weight bieing
not suflicient scceurity.  Obviously, to unbale
the cotton, inspeet and rebale wonld be ol

of the question, hence the N-ravs,
Modern war may develop the necessity of
scientific inspection of sueh sealed packages
as cotton bales in ways other than the X-ray.

Wits

For instumee, would it not he practical 1o
“pply powerful magnets to ecotton bales to
ascertuin whether any meta) might be con-

cealed?  How aboul working out sone chemi-
cal which, applicd to the outside of the hale,
would show an instant reaction if an¥thing
other than vegetahile produet were present?
Putting all jokes uside

gestions conld

if the above sug”

possibly be considered frivol-
ONs—wonl tit be hetver, after all, to turn
the raw cotton iuto zarments plainly stamped
“Made in Amerien," “and sitip them as other

garments are shipped,
Spection  easior

wihiieh would make in-

thian tn the bale?  Cotton

needad in the cowizht be baled under gov-
trument supervision aud stamped.  The fip-
ished product idea, however, is o1 good one.

Opi s

LREFEES ITH

walting for us 10 grab her Wisted
cotion might lead the wiy

The Allies Gain a Convert
Di: SEWHLL DWIGHT HILLIS is casily
{ 1 the foremost clergyvmen in the

United st

He oecupies the pulpit of Ply-
mouti 'l

i in Brooklyn, N, Y., the T
Plymoutl o irch in whieh conEregations
were swoyed by the elogquence of Henry \Warid
Bescher 1 “5 heing o eelebratod divine,
Dr. Hili IWWevim leeturer of note,  Mor
years he hus heen telling his honrers of the

virtues of Ger
should eniulats

H B

how and why Americans

Lorman methods, an was in
EVETY Way an owtspoken admirer of German
culture and oftiofoge Al the omset of (he
war Dr, HIlHsS public

¥ espoused the Teuton
cause, and added o Loorure on MThe New Ger-

muny' to his Iveeum et
But in the montis thar phave passed sinee
Dr. Hillis has studiod i,

rights and wrongs
of the quarrel, and  with o

merite the highest praia
his pulpit that he wiu Hitstaken.,  He has now

come Lo the eonclusion, whielh has bheen
reached by so many other Amerienns, that a
Teutonic victory would mean 4 world
armed camps, He holo, thar Germany must
be vanquished or Americy 15041 will have Lo
adopt militarism “in order 10 ljye, He has

courage that
. has confessed from

vess =200 Fifth Avenue '

of |

We doubt, however, whether appeals from
this side would have any effect in Germany.
I"ew observers will be able to join with Dr.
Hillis in thinking that the war can be ended
[ in any other way than by the fall of what

Emperor Willinmm stands for, even as a cen-
tury ago war endured year upon year until
at last Napoleon was pulled down.

Partial Segregation Best Tax Plan

HETHER or not division of the subjects
of taxation, between the State, on the
I one hand, and counties and eities, on the
other, represents the final and scientifie solu-
tion of the problem that the General Assem-
bly has been called to solve, The Times-Dis-
pateh believes that the plan of partial segre-
gation, urged by a minority of the Tax Com-
mission, is not only the best Virginia is likely
to get, but the best
- expected at this stage of our political develop-
| ment,

The ideal

system is that which requires
every class of property taxed alt all Lo con-
tribute a proportionately equal amount to

the expenses of government. Complete at-
tainment of the ideal is impossible, of course,
nor is it perceived how it is to be substan-
tially approached by adoption of the plan for
a Tax Commission, recommended by a ma-
Jority of the committee,

The committee rightly finds that the in-
equality of assessmeuts of real estate and
tangible personal property is a bar to all
satisfuctory reform, unless this inequalily ean
be removed. How is removal to he effected?
The majority makes these suggestions, and
these only, toward the remedy sought:

1. That

the commissloners of the
FoeVEnUue serve as assessors of renl os-
tate, ns well as of personal property,

= That there should be not more than
one commissioner of the revenue in any
county or efty.

4. That commissioners of the revenue
he furnished with certain material helps,
not heretofore available, sueh as more

speeitie transe it from records of
transfers o I estate and tax maps,
4. County and clty boards of equil-
ization,
5.A State Tax Commission,

The first three of these suggestions wholly,
and  the lust two less directly, are de-
signed to aid in having assessments “made
right in the first place,” which the eommittee
agrees is of vital necessity. *“So far as we
have been able to discover,” says the com-
mittee report, “no effiective ageney has ever
vet been devised in any State for cqualizing
assessments after the assessors' rolls have
once been made out.'”

However, commissioners of the revenue
have assessed personal properly in (he past.
' The report, discussing assessments of tangi-
ble personal property, says: “IIxcessive in-
cqualitie: abound, both among the localities

that reasonably can be !

i

|

’ Chats With Virginia Editors

| ing it "Xmas,” and s0 are we.

SONGS AND SAWS

Followink an Example.
Little clammy drops of sleet
Falling on the snowy street,

So you feel It's up to you

To do as little slectdrops do.

But you plck, to your dismuy,
The hardest spot on all your way,
And no soft bed of fleecy snow

1s there to mitigate the blow.

s The Pessimint Saym:

The streets and sidewnlks are in fine shape
now. If 1 just had o palr of lee skutes and
knew how to use them, 1 could get down to the
oflice in the morning without any trouble at all,

Economlicnl, Too.

She-—Don't you think the
muffs that are belng worn
this winter are just too cute
and chlie for anything?

Hue-——1 certainly o They
ought tvo be Ipexpensive also,
for even when made of very
costly furs Lhey can't repre-
sent an Investment of more
than 76 cents.

Perfect Strategy.
“Congressman Wiseman Is making n perfect
record at Washington thls winter.”
“How is thaty”
“Why, he has been able o arrange his ill-

nesses ad imperative ealls to return home so

that he has not hal to vote on a single ques-
tion as to Lthe wlsdom or morality of which
his constituents are divided.”
The Last Word,
tirubbs—Your friend Jones I1s a very deter-

mined person, is he not?
Stubbs—1I should say he is. Why, when Jones
makes up his mind to do a thing, he does It, even

If it results in the cook leaving In the middle
of the week.
No Change.
Miking resolutions
With all our might and main
Just aa sure as ever
We shall perfection gain—
Say, folks, vou and I give
Me a dreadful pain.
THE TATTLER.

Says the Halifax Record-Advertiser:  *““The
Richmond Times-Disputeh is apposed to spell-
It has never ap-
in this paper spelled with an X The
who .originally put the X in Christmas
probably emploved It alse as his legal slgna-
ture

peared
mun

This adjuration from the Bristol
Courier: “You are still at liberty
Cross seals on vour letters.
and  including New
white plague knows

Hernld-
to put Red
Keep (L up until
Year's Day.” ‘The great
no holiday.

Editor
piublished
is no

of the Northern
Warsaw, rises to
remarkable clty

Morgan,
at
more

Neek
remark:
in this

News,
“There
country,

L or, for that matter, In the world, than the clty

of Newport News, situated in this, the Flrst
| Congressional Distriet of Virglnia. The red-
hended editor of the Newport News Press will

secomd the motion,
Warsaw

But what's the matter with

The Northampton Times protests against a
tiotous ushering In of the New Year, suying:
"We very earnestly hope our worthy Mayor will
obgerve the commendable precedent he estab-
lished last year of forbidding the mldnight out-
break customary Iin some localitles on  New
Year's Kve The Times advocates putting the
ban upon bells, whistles and fireworlks and keep-
ing the explosives on the other slile of the

I Atlantic.

and among individuals within the same
locality. There is also & marked undervalua- |
tion everywhere, though it is slightly less

than in the ease of real estate.””  All that can
he hoped for from thig reform is a slight de-
crease  in  inequalities among individuals
within the city and county units. The same
thing is true of the second and third sugges-
tions. All are helpful, doubtless, but they
do not even toueh the bhasie and fundamental
eriticism of existing conditions— that they aro
unjust and inequitable as among individuals

and  corporations in different parts of the 1
State.  The eity and county boards of equali- !
zation might repair injustice within the cities |
and counties, or try to deo it, hut they would |
not affect and conld not alter the present in- |
' tolerable grievance. |

What remains?  The State Board of IEgual-
ization, which is to he called the State Tax
Commission, The committee’s indorsement
of the creation of this commission is some-
what wealkened by its prior statement that
it appears to us that the only trustworthy
safeguard of the public welfare is to have
assessments made right in the first place,”’
and the further fact that it does nol propose
to give the Tax Commission the power o
change assessmoents made by the local as-
sessors.  Power is to be limited to mere ad-
ministrative help before the assessment rolls
“are made out. Doubtless such assistance
would be valuable, hut it is impossible to be-
leve that those weaknesses of human nature
which result now in inequitable and variable
assessments wounld be removed by the super-
visory influence of a State commission, fune-

tioning in the manner the committee recoms-
mends.,

The policy of partial segregation, not fault-
less, certainly, and subjeet perhaps to some
grave objections, {8 preferable. [t will not
tuke from the countics and cities any revenue
they now reccive except the tax on intangi-
ble personal property, on premiums of in-
surance companies and on rolling stoek of
riadlroads.  Its adoption will free ecommuni-
ties from the temptation to undervalue prop-
erty for purposcs of tax ussessment, beeause
citizens will understand that all the revenue
g0 derived will be spent within the com-
munity. It will clear the way for many im-
peratively needed reforms in Ltax laws, which
should bLe attempted at the coming special
sesslon of the General Assembly,

Talk about busy ladies!
Chicago!  She's a beauty doctor: she's thir-
ty-nine years old; she's a grandmother, and
she has a bullet in her glzzard, placed there
by & woman whose husband she “bewitched.
Jimminy. wait till she is forty-five!

There's

London paper refers to the Searborough
eplsode as the “Dattle of the Bathhouses,
Sh-h, brother!  Lese majeste.  Better eall it
“Another heroie feat by my glorious navy.”

Probably the trouble is that the Russians
don’t read German., Otherwlse they'd know
from Berlin's oflicial reports that they have
been annihilated,
The Holier-than-l1loly Rollers are now out
under the name of Leaping Bounders., Strange
how religious frenzy affeets some people,

Benny Zapata has orlginal ways of wel-
coming his first chief. He sent a “wild loco-
| motive" to greet Carranza's train,

What will be Germany's answer to the pro-
 Aest of Chile?  Go ahead, Brighteyes; sauce
| 1s right!

|
i
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|
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“A New Jersey man found eighteen pearls—
#ix of which are worth from $60 to $300 each,

I an oyeter cocktail, The ovster must have
come from Hampton Ttoads,” says the Newport
News I'ress. Shipping 'em to Jersey seems like

custing pearls before the unapprecintive.

Current Editorial Comment

For the past fortnight Prince

Germany von Bulow, ex-Chancellor of the

WVyed rnee creian amplre, s heen busily
I'ries to oecupied in Rome, where he is
Win "“I-'" persona grata.  Humor has cred-
ited him with being the benrer

of a compromise proposition designed to keep

Italy neutral. It has even been sabd that he is
commissioned to buy peace at the price of the
vession of a portion of the Trenting, The wish
nuty be the father to the thought with Italian
newsmongers at the present time, but evidently
Van Bulow Is eharged with a speeln]l miaslon,
one of the kind confided to o diplomatist who
to great prestige adds great popularity. 1Is it
the scope of plausibility to conjecture
the Italian occupation of the Albanian
port of Aviona is the outcome of Von Bulow's
specinl assignment? It would he eharacteristic

of his shrewdness to license a inovement whilch,
while 1t gratified Italian pride, would not em-
barrass  the German-Austrian alllance. An
| Italian invasion of the Trentino would be dig-
astrous to both Germuany and Austrla, even If
it falled: but Berlln may be indifferent to the
fate of Aviona, and Austria i not In a posi-

tion to take on another antagonist on a ques-
tlon so far off from the mnin issue of the hour.
With  Avlona under the Italinn tricolor the
statesmen at Rome could say with truth they
hidd garnered some golden sheaves with little
or no fighting. Strategleally, too, they wonld
strengthen Ttaly by dominating  Albanla, for
Italy would then command both shores of the
sStralt of Otranto, the sols entrance to the
Adriatic from the greater sen.  Austria wonld
then, at Trieste and Fiume, he commerclally
under Italy’s padlock.—Hoston ‘1 sanseript,

. The unanimous sentiment of a
Oregon

convention of county officials in

X Oregon that the eugenle mar-
T"Nl ﬂl'_ rlage law of that State, requir-
Bugenics ing a physical examination of all
male applicants for licenses, hns

proved harmful and should be repcaled with-

out delny Is but another reminder of the ro-
action that has set in among the Oregoninns
from the fever of faddlsm which has been
taping there, The benefits that were promised
hy the advocntes of the law did not material-
lze. Such certitlontes as were flled represented
In the munjority of cases only a formal comn-
pllanee with the law. Evaslons were enedur-
aged, and there was no difliculty In defeating
the Inw by going outslde the State for the mar-
‘tige ceremony. The experlence was mucn the

saime ns that of other States where freak stat-

utes have been
tead letters,
narmless,

enacted, ultlmately to become
and genernlly looked upon s
although they are positively bharm-
ful.  Oregon evidently Is getting tired of being
an experlment statfon. The fden s no longer
popular in Wisconsin, save In the immaedlat
vicinity of the State university; elsewhere the

| taxpayers are counting the cost of Eovernment.

Ohio barely eseaped eatebiing the disenae,
Kansas appears to hinve taken the prosperity
cure for its had hablt of radicalism, Everywhere
the leglslative manla Is subsiding, and the de-
miand is for fewer laws aml Mmore thorough test-
ing and consideration for such as are enacted.—
Philladelphia Bulletin,

and

e
After all the depression that

The Present hm; been Ilprl(l-l\'nlriul!ror oL year,
o g cspecially  during  the tle-

Banks Mad. moralizing five months' period of
to Richmond " (1 Burope, the Richmond
Thnes-Dispateh  says the hank

dividends to be pald oul there in Janunry to

shareholders shows that no serious effacts of
these conditlons have been felt In Richmond's
financlal clreles, At the beginning of the New
Yenr, Richmond’s Ananclal Institutions will pay
shareholders $301,767.70 in dividends, It Is n
New Yenr's present that ought to cheer Tich-
mond up and brighten the prospect for another
yvenr, especially since It I8 the Federal Téserve
bank coentre  for thia  diatriet. Richmond's
dividend account may even be larger than that
named, for a new financlal institution may pos-

sibly declure o dividend, unless it is deferred,
iven as It s, The Times-DIspateh saya the
dividends to bo puld at the beglnning of the
yoar are within a few hundred dollars of that
pald about January 18t a year ago. Evldently,
snys that paper, the depression has had no se-
rlous cffect on the city's financinl institutiond.
They have earned substantlally thelr accustomed
dividends, The probability is thaf the country
a8 & whole will make a showlng equally ns
sutlsfactory, except In banking circles where
figures are juggled. As to Richmond, however,
our contemporary brenks it off In calamity
howlers In these crisp words: “Here s enough
to make the pessimist ashamed of himself and
glve the optimlst ronewed confidence In the
city's enduring prosperity.”— Vilmington Star.

Mayor Woodward, of Atlantn,

Nties announces hils purpose to In-
(‘;‘Iuﬂ:‘]{:re augurate In the coming ¥year
..[‘.p 3 5 sweeping salary reforms and the
o0 Much  yu0lute abolishment of some

city Jobs which he charncterizes
as “politienl sinecurcs” He declares the clty's
piy roll Is overbalanced by more than $100,000,
Silary reduction will be general, the ldea helng
o get compensation down to a basls commenau-
rate with the responslbillities attached to the
Joba,  Atlanga, like other growing nmd prosper-
ous citles of the South, has witnessed during the
past few vears tremendous municipal develop-
ment, Hlgh salarles have become common, and
muny  unnecessary oflices have heen created,
And no doubt Atlanta finds now a large unem-
ploved army within her lhinits that needsa work,
with the eclty's abillty to glve rellef greatly
restricted for lack of revenues. This may he
sald to be n gencral condltion In all Amerlean
citles. 1t I8 certalnly true of the rapldly grow-
Ing citles of Texas, Houston umong them,
With all the progress made during recent years
In munlelpal administration, no remedy has been
found for munlicipal extravagance, and the pres-
sure ls now being felt, not only In the matter
of exhausted roevenues, but in the usual demand

for work and the complaints of the taxpayers.—
Houston Post. i

War News Fifty Years Ago

(From the Rlehmond Dispateh, Dee, 29, 1864.)

The

lines below Hichmond remain entirely
quiet.

The TFFederals have been dolni no Bun-

nlng of any consequence since they wasted so |

much powder
tending  to
Suvannah,

Heeause of the demoralized condition of the
telegraph lines, due to the continued sLorins,
there is pnothing later from the fight near Gor-
donaville than the brief dispateh of (General
Lee, under date of the 24th, which dispateh
announced the discomfture and retrent of hoth
Custer and Torbet, the Federal generals who
undertook the joint rald through Madison and
other countles, I Generals Rosser and Lomax
have encountered these Foederal ralders since
the lust accounts or hnd any engagement with
them, we have no Information of the same.

From Southwest Virginin
the telegraph and  railrosd
cut In many places by the Federals and their
rialding expeditlons. It Iu understool, however,
that beyvond the disabling of the Virginla and
Tennessee Rallroad ot various polnts over a
distance of some seventy miles the enemy has
dlone no considerable damage, and it is belleyed
that the ralders, after several defeats, are now
beyvond the boundarles of Virginin,

From Wilmington comes the

In
the

and shot

celebrating,
celebrate,

so-called

or pre-
fall of

there s no

Illne having heen

news,

gootd news of-

ficlully reported by Genernl Rraxton Bragg that |

the encmy has re-embarked under tover of the
flcet, thus abandon!ng, for the present at least,

the bltter attack on Fort Fisher., He reports
that the damage at Fort Flsher was alight,
only two guns heing disabled and less than n
half a dozen killed and wounded, nlthough the
bombardment was very heavy,

The latest officlal advices from Georgin in-
dicate that Sherman has already followed up
the oceupatlon of Savannah by sending a force
of cavalry, artillery and Infantry upon an ex-
pedition whose destination can only be guessed
at from the directlon in whieh It has moved,
From these indlcations it is bellaved that they
are moving to Southwest Georgia in quest of
Federnl prisoners supposed to he at Anderaon-
ville, Ga,

teneral Hood's officlal dispateh is said to be
in the hands of the ofMeials of the Confederate

War Department, but of Its contents nothing
is known on the outlslde, However, the last
certain and reliable Informatlon about Hood
is to the effect that he Is trying to rally his
army at Columbla, Tenn. It !a sald that he
brought seventy pleces of artillery. from the
Nashville wreck, and In that foolish fight he

lust not quite so many men as did the enemy.
Perhaps the remnant of his army could yet be
made efliclent under a more capable commander.

Up to yesterday over 4,000 turkeys, geese,
chilckens and ducks had been contributed for
the Confederate soldlers’ New Year dinner, and
they were plled up In cartloads In the cooking
department of the Ballard House, where all of

the picking and preparing and cooking will be
done.

From Wilmington, CGenernl Braxton Bragg
reports as follows: “Major-General Whiting,
commanding the defenses at the mouth of the
Cape Fear River; Colonel Willinm Lumb, eom-
manding Fort Fisher, and the officers and meh
composing the garrlson deserve especial com-
mendation for the gallantry, efficiency and
fortitude displayed under very trying clrecum-
stances,'”

Queries and Answers

Nobel Prizea.

Please tell me what the Nobel prizes are given
for and who Nobel was. MRS, A, C. BELL,

Alfred 13, Nobel, a Swedish sclentist, the in-
ventor of dynamite, ete., dying in 18946, left
about $§5,000,000 to found n fund from which
five yvearly prizes—about $40,000 each—are glven
to the five persons who each year have "most
contributed to the good of humanity.” One
prize Is given for the most valuable contribution
to ndvance in each of the sciences of physlcs,
chemistry and medicine; a fourth, for the pro-
duction of the greatest work In lMterature and
the fifth for the promotion of peace in the warld,

Mensurement of Land,

J. B. Wallace sends a plot of a plece of
ground about which he lIs informed that the
aren may not be calculated from his figure
unless the corners are assumed to he “aquare,”
a8 he glves no value for the angles. If the
corners are aquare, the plece contalns 24.025
acres.

The Bright Side of Life

The Wage Scale,

Tnquisitive Motorlst—"Hey, Bub, what do you
get for hoelng those weedsa?'

Bub—"Nothin' if 1 do, an’
I'uck.

It T don't."—

Her Tact.

Jones—"Has she any tact?"

Bones—"Tact? She's the kind of woman who'd
send o wrist wateh to the Venus of Milo for n
Christmas present.”—Life,

In n Wny,

“Have you kept all your promlses Lo your
constituents?”

“Yes," replled Senator Sorghum. “That s to
say, I've kept them on flle."—Washington Star.

Barred.

English Village Worthy (discussing possibili-
ties of invaslon)—*"Wull, there ean't be no battle
in Lhese puarts, Jarge, for there baln't no fleld
sultable, as you may say; an' Squire, 'e won't
lend ‘em the use of ‘la park.”—PPunch.

A Renwonnble Excune.

Smith was summoned as a witness in an
Aggravated ease of assault and Lattery, and
frankly answered every nuestion put to him by
the lawyers. Finally the judge turned to the
prisoner with a look of surprlse.

“You menn to say, slr,” severcly remarked
his Judiclal nibs, “that you saw the plaintiff
pursued; that you saw him thrown to the
ground and beaten with a plece of lead pipo?”

“Yes, sir, Your Honor,” was the calm rojoinder
of the witness, .

“You saw all that,” returned the Judge with
A show of Indignation, “and never lifted a hand
to help the unfortunate man?' :

“Vos, 8l anawered Smith. T thought they

was takin' plctures for the movles,'"—3}hlladel-
phia Telegraph.

ey

ANY OLD PORT IN A STORM

One of the Day's Best Cartoons.

=From the 8! Louls Fost-Diapatch.

| THE TROUBLESOME SPARROW

The English sparrow was introduced
Into Amerlea about sixty vears ago, and
I8 now distributed over nearly all of
the Unlted States and Southern Canada,
snys the New York Sun, This raptd
dissemiInation Is a result of the bird's
hardiness, extraordinary fecundity, dl.
versity of food, aggressive disposition
and almost complete Immunity
natural enemles,

Ned Dearborn, biologist of the De-
partment of Agriculture, ls severe on
the English sparrow. Iie savs they
are cunning, destructive and Althy, al-
though admitting that sparrows con-
sume quantities of weed meed and in
summer numerous insects.

During an Investigation of birds that
destroy alfalfa weevil in  Northern

Lest kinds of small game.

We rarely appreclate knme for the
food ltself, hut more often for the
name.  Several years Ao n party of

(duck hunters arrived tired and hungry

from

inll
" hest

Utah, Engllsh sparrows were found to

be feeding thelr nestlings largely

on '

weevil larvae and cutworms, both very .

Injurious to alfalfa. Wherever
Lird proves useful it s entitled
protection and encouragement,

Under normnl conditionns Itr choice of
Insects may be unfavorable. Out of
622 English sparrow stomachs

this

. rerumbs, oats or wheat.
o

ex-|

amined by the blological department of '

the Agricultural Department, forty-
seven contalned noxlous Insects, ffty
held beneficlul insects and thirty-one

contalned Insects of practically no im-

portance. The Agricultural Depart-
ment does not say what was found to
the credit or discredit of the other 394
gpecimens examined. A report on only

one-quarter of the speclmens examined

can hardly
tn earnest
subject.
The English sparrow is condemned
for Its destruetion of cherrles, grapes,
pears, peaches, buds and flowers of cul-
tivated trees, sprouts and vines. In the
garden, the sclentists say, sparrows
eat aceds as they ripen, nip off tender
young vegetables, especlally peas and

be considered
people

sutisfactory
Inquiring Into

thia

lettuce, as they appear above ground.

We have never experienced this trou-
ble,
nwhout the garden,
with thelr muss,
troublesomne places,

They are a nulsance
building nests

although sparrows are rl.l.mlldunli

in |
In the gutters on

the roof, causing the water to over-|

flow and littering up the hullding gen- |

crally, but this Is the worst charge we
are able to bring agalnat the English
apArrow.

Dr. Dearborn says the English spar-
row reduces the number of some of
our mosat useful and attractive native

birds, such as bluebirds, house wrens,,

purple nartins, tree swallows, cliff
swallows and barn swallows, by de-
stroyving thelr eggs and young, and by
usurplng nesting places. It attacks

the robin, wren, red-eyed vires, cathird |

and mocking blrd, causing them to de-
sert parks and shady streets of towns.
Unlike our natlve birds, whose place
It usurps, It hag no song, bhut is noisy
and vituperative. It defilea buildings
and ornamental trees, shrubs and vines
with its excrement and with Its bulky
nests.

Nowhere s the English sparrow in-
cluded among the birds protected by
law, and as individuals and flocks have
an extremely nnrrow range, ench flock
oceupylng one locallty to which Its ae-
tivities are chiefly confined, they are
enslly exterminated. When a pkice has
onee been cleared of sparrows It will
be some time before it 18 reoccupled.

English sparrows are good to eat, and
their use as a food |s recommended he-
cnuse of thelr nutritive value and as a
menans of reducing thelr number. Spar-
rowsa feed in close flocks, and when
thus assembled a large number may be
kllled by a charge of shot from a small-
bore, twelve, sixteen oriwenty-gauge
Parker shotgun. Sparrows can be
balterl by scaltering graln about, shoot-
ing the birds and then rebalting the
places. The balting places should be
far enough apart so the birds at the
second and third feedlng places wlill
not he frightened by the discharge of
the gun at the first flock.

In many places traps musi be em-
ployed where A gun eannot be used or
where it Is not desirable. Besldes be-
Ing safe, properly designed traps have
other advantages, Natlve birds eaught
In the raps can be llberated unharmed,
snd trapped sparrows can be kept alive
for food like poultry. In Europe spar-
rows have been utllized for food for
centuries. In captiyity the birds must
be kept clean, supplied wlith fresh,
clean water dally. A varlety of food la
required to keep them in good condi-
tion; broad, oats, wheat, cornmeal
mash, lettuce and cabbage will be rel-
Ished, !

To mereclfully kill a trapped sparrow
place the thumb nall at the base of the
skull and dislocate the neck by hard
and qulck pressure. To dressg sparrows
cut off the legs, the winge at the outer
point and the neck close to the hody;
strip oft the skin, beginning at the
neck; make a cut through the body wall
extending from the neck along the
backbones till the riks are severed, then
iaround between the legs to the tall,
and remove the viscera.

Sparrows may be cooked by any of
the methods employed for reedbirds or
qauall;and compare favarably with the

lof preclous

it n tavern near the shooting grounds,

anidl where they were to put up for
the night.  The host had the reputa-
tinn of setting a splendlid table, Lhe

food usually conslsting of flsh or game,
A bird ple wns served for dinner, and

agreed that It was dellclous, the

quall ple they had ever tasted,
After the meal was finlshed some one
ventured to Ingulre what kind of birds
the ple contalned, and all were amnzed

when told they had totally devoured
three large blackblird ples. At another
time mud hen ples were served and

were flne, but no one knew what the
rfes were made of until the dinner had
Leen voted a blg success. So with
sparrows. They will be found better
cating than most people expect.

In England, sparrows are trapped
with n sleve, one end held up by u
short stake to which a long string s
tled.  The trap Is baited with bread
The birds are
permitted to eat the balt until & num-
ter have gathered under the sleve,
when the cord Is pulled, removing the
#lake and allowing the trap to full
over the birds gathered under the sleve.

LBa rb Wire Entanzlements

A8 has been learned from the reports
from the war, barb wire entanglements
hiave been freely resorted to by both
sldes for protecting thelr positions,
and In o general way it is known that
these consist in a number of Irregular
lines of strong posts set solldly In the
ground with a maze of lnes of barbed
wire strung between them. How these
ohstacles are overcome |s explained by
i military expert In the Sclentitic
American. Some of the many schemes

that have been trled are described RS
follows;

Experiments have heen made In re-
moving whole sections of wire at once
by means of a rake, to which a wire
rope Is fastened, This ls thrown over

an obstacle, and thirty men pull upon
the rope. Thus a sectlen eleven anid
one-hulf feet wilde and sixtesn and
one-half feet deep Is torn out. In
order to reduce the time required to
Imss through a barbed trap (the glint
of the wire is usually concealed by
it bank of earth) some mlilitary engi-
neers have thought that it is n waste
minutes to cut or tear it
that it is more rational to
surmount the obstacle In some other
way. Structures of boards, lndders and
biags should be thrown over the wire,
according to thelr deas, and upon the
platform thus made the men can press
forward. Hoards elght feet long, nine
inches wide and three-quarters of an
inch thick, are fustened together by
means ol three crosspleces, leaving a
clear space of three inches hetween the
boards. The weight of the double hoard
is thirty-two pounds, and sixteen of
them are employed, each ecarrled by
a single man. To place the slxteen
double boards an the wire net requires
#bout 140 seconds, as actual tests have
shown, and it takes seventeen men
8lxly seconds to pass over the boards,
As n time-saving expedient, therefore,
the method Is hardly a success over
that of wire-cutting.

Nor are ladders much bettar.
some experiments, conducted in Eng-
land, ten ladders, with nine rungs
cach, were used. FEach ladder, twelve
feet long and twenty-two inches wida,
waélghed thirty-two pounds, and was
carried by a single man. The lndders
were lald down in 1556 seconds, and
sixty-five seconds were required by
sevenleen men to pielk their way from
rung Lo rung.

That this idea of surmounting an
obstacle, rather than cutting a way
through it, Is not practicable, Is better
shown by the experiments which have
been made with bags of cloth and wire.
Twelve bags, cach eight feet long and
four and one-half feet wide {(measured
emply), and weighing forty pounds
when filled with straw, were plnced
upon a net In nlnety-five “seconds.
and seventesrn men nponsged over
them in  forty-five seconds. When
the bags are made of wlre, poorer
results are obtained. Such bags nre
composed of two pleces of wire mesh-
Ing, elght feet long and four and one-
half fect wide, lald on top of euach
othar and placed together at the sldes
with wire. A quantlty of siraw three
inches thick Is pushed into the wire
bag, which then welghs only twenty
pounds. It takes ninety seconds to
lay slxteen of those bags on a barbed-
wire entunglement, and it takes soven-

teen men sixty-five seconds to pass
over them.

down, and

In

Surely Careleas, .
[New York World.]

The German Crown I'rince must he
very careless. e {a raported dead al- .
nost ag often as Raisull, the mahdi or
the'I_'Bmperor Meneollk used to be.




